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  Sun, Dec 24 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 5:30 pm ϯ Ryan Vetter 

 (Vigil)  
 8:00 am ϯ Jesus Domingo 

 11:00 am ϯ Edward & ϯ Joan Maucere 

 Sun, Dec 24 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD   

  (CHRISTMAS EVE)  

 3:30 pm ϯ Timothy Stanton 

 6:30 pm  ϯ Deceased members of the Holland  
  & Gidcumb Family 

 10:00 pm For the People of the Parish 

 Mon, Dec 25 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD   

  (CHRISTMAS)  

 9:00 am ϯ Deceased members of the Cruz & 
  Hilgeman Family 

 11:00 am ϯ Jack Cloward 

 Tue, Dec 26 ST. STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 
 8:00 am Sp Int Michael Hilgeman  

 Wed, Dec 27 ST. JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 

 8:00 am ϯ Joeman Villavicencio  
 Thu, Dec 28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS  
 8:00 am Mass for Collective Intentions 

  Fri, Dec 29  FIFTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE 

  NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

 8:00 am ϯ Pedro Carillo 

  Sat, Dec 30 SIXTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE 
  NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

   8:00 am ϯ Will Ayers 

PRIEST’S INTENTIONS FOR MASSES Welcome to OUR LADY of GRACE!  

W 
elcome to all  

members and 

visitors who 

are joining us 

for the 

celebration of the 

Eucharist.  

If you have been away 

from the Church for a 

little while or for quite 

some time, but now feel a 

tug at your heart calling 

you back to the Catholic 

Church, welcome home! 

If you feel drawn to the 

Catholic Church yet come from another faith tradition - 

or have no faith experience at all - we are glad you are 

here! 

The Catholic Church has been teaching truth since she 

was founded by Christ over 2,000 years ago. We invite 

you to enrich your life through joining our parish 

family. In addition to our liturgies there are many   

ministries and service groups that help you to build 

friendships and serve our parish along with the greater 

community. We also offer life-long learning through our 

many faith formation opportunities for children and 

adults.  

For baptized Catholics needing to complete their 

Sacraments of Initiation please contact Deacon John 

Sawaya at: jsawaya@olg-church.org. For those 

interested in joining the Catholic Church, please also 

contact Deacon John Sawaya. You can also contact 

him by using the “Contact us” link at olg-church.org. 

Allergies 

The first morning Mass of a holy day will always be incense-free.  

Mindfulness of Others 

Please silence all devices and refrain from using them during the 

liturgy to avoid distracting those around you. 

Sun: 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Rom 16:25-27;  

Lk 1:26-38  

Mon: 

Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14  

Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20  
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 

Tue: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22  

Wed: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8   

Thu: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18  

Fri: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35    

Sat: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40    

Sun: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:22-40  

READINGS FOR DEC 24 – JAN 7 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve 

No event in the Parish Center 
May you all have a very blessed and joyful 

Christmas with your loved ones! 

Dec 31 Bread Pudding Sunday 

Sponsored by the Events Committee 
Let’s end 2023 with a big appetite! The 

Events Committee will present their last 

2023 Breakfast Menu with homemade bread 
Pudding back by popular request!  

Jan 7 Food and Fellowship Sunday 

Sponsored by the ICF 
The ICF will proudly present their first 2024 

Food and Fellowship Breakfast with an 

international flare. Look forward to a burst 
of flavor from the ICF! 

All are welcome Sunday mornings after Mass. 

FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP IN THE PARISH CENTER 

http://www.olg-church.org
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 
CHURCH 

Founded 1954 

CLERGY 

 
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Lauro Minimo 

 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

 
Rev. Marc Gandolfo 

 

PRIEST IN RESIDENCE 
Rev. Celsius Offor,  

CH, LT, USN 
 

DEACON 
Dcn. John Sawaya 

 
SEMINARIAN IN RESIDENCE 

Jesse Lopez 

SCHEDULE of MASSES 

SUNDAY VIGIL  
(Saturday) 5:30 pm 

▪ 

SUNDAY  
8:00 am, 11:00 am, 5:30 pm 

▪ 

MONDAY–SATURDAY  
8:00 am 

Holy days and holidays 
listed separately in bulletin. 

SACRAMENTS 

INFANT BAPTISM 
Baptisms are celebrated  
on Sundays at 12:30 pm. 

Preparation packet is  
available in the  
parish office.  

ORDER of CHRISTIAN 

INITIATION of ADULTS 
Contact Deacon Sawaya  

(858) 869-5079. 

HOLY MATRIMONY 
Marriage preparation  
begins nine months  

in advance. 
Please contact 

 Fr. Lauro Minimo or 
Deacon Sawaya. 

PENANCE AND 

RECONCILIATION 
Monday 6:00 pm 

Thursday 8:45 am 
Saturday 4:00 pm 
or by appointment. 

ANOINTING of THE SICK 
Call the parish office 

(619) 469-0133. 

Written by: FAITH Catholic 

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12,  

14a, 16 

Rom 16:25-27 

Lk 1:26-38 

GROW: “Hail, full of 

grace! The Lord is with 

you.” The angel Gabriel 

announces this in the 

Gospel today, and it is a 

phrase with which we are 

all familiar thanks to our 

recitation of the Hail 

Mary prayer. Although 

some may be comforted 

by such a message and 

its angelic messenger, it 

is troubling to Mary 

because the angel goes 

on to tell her she will 

conceive and bear the 

Son of God. Thinking 

practically, Mary is being 

told the impossible will 

happen – who wouldn’t 

be troubled? And yet 

Mary offers herself: “I am 

the handmaid of the 

Lord. May it be done to 

me according to your 

word.” Despite her fear 

and trepidation, Mary 

went on to answer God’s 

call and do his will. Our 

Blessed Mother became a 

great example of 

fortitude at that moment, 

as she exemplified what 

it means to step outside 

of our own uncertainty 

and trust God 

completely. Although 

doing God’s will can be 

difficult at times, St. Paul 

reminds us in his Letter 

to the Romans that we 

can ask God for the 

strength to say “yes” in 

spite of our fears. 

GO: Up until today, 

December has probably 

been a whirlwind. Trees 

and lights, ornaments, 

parties and presents – all 

these things help to kick 

off “the most wonderful 

time of year” beginning 

soon after Thanksgiving. 

Come Dec. 26, however, 

for many, the 

decorations become a 

nuisance and Christmas 

trees are out on the curb 

for pickup. Thank 

goodness for our Catholic 

faith because for us, 

Christmas is just 

beginning! Mary didn’t 

say “may it be done to 

me” only to forget about 

it the next day. No, in the 

coming months, the 

Blessed Mother nurtured 

the baby Jesus in her 

womb, anticipating the 

arrival of her firstborn 

and the Son of God. And 

on that blessed 

Christmas night, her 

work as the Mother of 

God was only just 

beginning. So, as we 

anticipate the arrival of 

the Christ Child, we are 

joyful that our Christmas 

season continues until 

we celebrate the Baptism 

of the Lord on Jan. 8th. 

Let us use this time to 

draw closer to God and 

make every effort in the 

new year to do his will. 

SING: Angels, announce 

with shouts of mirth 

Christ who brings new 

life to earth. Set every 

peak and valley 

humming. With the 

word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and 

sing today: Love, the 

Lord, is on the way. 
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Prayer to St. Stephen 

“A dvent is the time we are given to welcome 

the Lord who comes to encounter us, and 

also to verify our longing for God, to look forward 

and prepare ourselves for Christ's return.”  

-Pope Francis 

“G od is here. This truth should fill our 

lives, and every Christmas 

should be for us a new and special meeting 

with God, when we allow his light and 

grace to enter deep into our soul.”  

-St. Josemaria Escriva 

O  glorious Saint, faithful 

imitator of Jesus Christ 

martyr in will and in reality, so full 
of charity, zeal, love, and purity, 

deign to intercede for us poor exiles; 

you who are so high in the favor of 

God, we do entreat you to 

procure for us a little spark of 

that divine love which animated 
your heart, that we too one day 

may have the happiness of seeing 

our God face to face. Oh! obtain for 

us that virtue for which you were so 

eminent, and which in our holy 
vocation is particularly required, 

Charity. Amen  

D onations received or postmarked by 
December 31, 2023 will be included in 

your 2023 Contribution Statement. 
Contribution statements for 2023 will be 
mailed no later than January 31, 2024.  
 
Also, please remember to complete all payments 
for your 2023 Annual Catholic Appeal pledge 
before December 31. If you have yet to participate 
in this year’s appeal, it’s not too late! Simply visit:  
 
https://sdcatholic.org/annual-catholic-appeal 
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Please pray for those who have requested 

prayer and for the special intentions written 

in the Book of Intentions in the Baptistry of 
our Church.  

Michael Andreoli 
Carol Anderson 
Ron Aguinaldo 

Heriberto Albanez 
Griselda Albanez 

Angie Arrayan 
Kali’a Arrayan  
Cheryl Asaro  
Mary Barnes 
Cheryl Becker 

Lori Berry 
Valentina Bertolizio  

Angie Biner 
Juan Carlos Erazo 

Blum  
Walter Butcher 
Donna Butler 
Lesley Bradley 

Margaret Emily Bresee 
Carter Brenner 
Patricia Carr 
Cheryl Casey 

Mary Beth Caston 
Mark Castro 

Wes Ciesielski 
Betsy Cooper 

Anamarie Cunanan 
Patricia Crean 

Gerry Cruz 
Mary Downs 

Steve Duggins 
Mike Egan 

Lolita Elegado 
Michael Elsword 

Herm Freeh 
Dawn Garofalo 
Arthur Garnica 

Anthony Gazzola 
Jenny Geb 

Patricia Gonzales 
Thomas Harrison 

Susan Hori 

Ed Howell 
Angelina Jones 

Graham J. Jones 
Kahan Family 

Aida Inoncencio 
Behnam Kazemi 

Janet Kozakiewicz  
Jason Laccone 

Josh Lee 
Rebecca Leyden 

Jose A Lopez 
Yolanda Lopez 
James Lothian 
Donald Marsh 

Christina Martins 
Dawn MacNabb 
Jerry Meloche  
Joshua Moala 
Rosalie Muns 
Don Newcom 
Gladys Oleson 
Tom Pastore 
Phil Panuco 

Madeline Pospichal 
Anthony Porto 
Alice Redhead  
Charisse Rola 

Michael Rodgers 
Danny Rubio 

Ralph Sandoval 
Karen Scott 
Anna Smith 
Mark Smith 

Robert Spieldenner 
Mary Steckbauer  
Clifford Tabadisto 

Marlene Tuyay-Scott 
Christian Valdez 
Marilyn Winger 

Jeff Wood 
Lillian P. Woods 

 

Names will remain listed in the bulletin for 4 weeks.  

If you would like to add a name to the list, or have 
names removed/renewed, please contact Mike Sibal 

at: msibal@olg-church.org 
“B ehold, I see the heavens opened and the Son 

of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  

-St. Stephen 
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“A t Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a 

warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by 

loving and serving the others with God’s own love and 

concern.” -St. Mother Teresa 

Stock & IRA Charitable 

Gift Donations  

A ll High School students 9 – 12th grade are invited 

to come and experience an amazing Youth Day at 

the Anaheim Convention Center. On February 15, 

2024, we will spend the day listening to inspiring 

speakers and top musicians at this incredible 

event! We will be traveling by bus and joining with 

other parishes in our East County Deanery. Pre-

registration is required. Registration and Permission 

Forms are available at New Life and the website. 

A  gift of your securities, including stocks. mutual 

funds and IRA Charitable Rollover Distributions 

are an easy way to make a gift to the Church. By 

making a gift of your appreciated securities or 

retirement account, you can avoid paying capital gains 

tax that may otherwise be due if you sold these assets. 

Contributions are deductible for tax purposes. There 

are no transaction fees or other costs and the full 

value of the sold securities benefits the parish, school 

or other Catholic charities you select. For more 

information on making a gift, please visit the diocesan 

website at www.sdcatholic.org and click on Giving 

Stock Donations at the top of the screen. Or contact 

Thomasina Sanchez at Merrill Lynch, the Diocese’s 

Client Associate, at (619) 699-3943, or at 

Thomasina.sanchez@ml.com.  

T he holidays are a busy time, even for our 

Parish Bulletin! If you have any ministry or 

community events that you’d like to promote in 

the bulletin, please e-mail all info and graphics 

to Mike Sibal at msibal@olg-church.org before 
the deadline date of that bulletin. Thank you for 

your understanding and cooperation! 
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55 PLUS CLUB — Mary Cloward  

BLOOD DRIVE — Peggy Breslin 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CLUB (CWC)  

 CWC — Mary Cloward  

 Book Club — Julie Hazelton  

 Craft Fair — Kathy Porterfield  

CURSILLO — Dcn. John Sawaya  

EVENTS COMMITTEE — Deborah Renick 

FOOD PANTRY — Since 1981      (619) 469-0061 

 Doug Perl          M–F, 9:30–11:00 am  

HOLIDAY ANGELS — Since 1988 — Lesley Bradley   

INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC FAMILIES (ICF) 

 Carla Pedroncelli  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS —Frances Cabrini Council 8879 

Samson Leonard, Grand Knight    (435) 630-3406 

samsondleonard@gmail.com   

MEN FOR CHRIST — Steve Faucher  

MINISTRY TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND 

 Rosa Hilgeman  

PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY — Since 2006 

Nettie Aguinaldo  

PRO-LIFE — Vicki Whitmire (40 Days for 

Life) 

WALKING WITH PURPOSE—Women’s Bible Study  

Vicky Szymanski  

God’s Work in 

Our Hands 

Parish School 

 Phone: (619) 466-0055   

Fax:          (619) 466-8994 
Web:         olg.org 
Hours:     Weekdays 7:15 am—3:30 pm 

                (During School Year) 
 

Principal  

 ERIN MARES   |  Ext. 11  | emares@olg.org 

Administrative Assistant to the Principal 

 LINDA PETERS   |  Ext. 12  |  lpeters@olg.org 

Development & Admissions  

KELLI BALISTRERI  |  Ext. 16  |  kbalistreri@olg.org 

Office Manager 

 BRANDI TORRES  |  Ext. 10  |  btorres@olg.org 

Parish Office 

Phone: (619) 469-0133   

Fax:      (619) 469-0575 
Web:     olg-church.org 

Hours:     Mon-Thu 8:30 am—4:30 pm 

 

Pastor REV. LAURO MINIMO |  Ext. 17 

Associate Pastor             REV. MARC GANDOLFO |  EXT. 27  

Deacon                   DCN. JOHN SAWAYA | (858) 869-5079 

Business Manager PATRICIA KANE  |  Ext. 12 

Special Projects Coordinator KEN DISCENZA  |  Ext. 24 

Bookkeeper SIONI BAUTISTA  |  Ext. 28  

Office Manager MARIE POSPICHAL  |  Ext. 10 

Publicity & Media Coordinator MIKE SIBAL  |  Ext. 33                   

Housekeeping                                              MARIA ARIAS 

Maintenance & Facilities     VINCE OLIVER, PATRICK ROGERS 

                                                & MATTHEW HILGEMAN  

Liturgical Ministries 

Liturgy Coordinator            ROSA HILGEMAN  |  Ext. 14 
 

Director of Liturgical Music   JONATHAN GONZALES |  Ext. 26 

                                         

Cantate Kids and Gaudete Choir (11:00 am Sun) 
 

Director                                        ROBERT FILLEY 

Laudate Ensemble (5:30 pm Sun) 

Religious Education 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION, CONFIRMATION 

 & ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Phone: (619) 466-5656 

Director of Catechetical Ministry            [VACANT] 

Youth Ministry Coordinator                        DORIS HERTZIG                          

Jr. High, Sr. High          (619)466-5451                                

Young Adults (18-39 yrs.)         BERNADETTE ROSE SOLTERO 

Parish Ministries and Organizations 

OUR LADY of GRACE PARISH AND SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

2766 NAVAJO ROAD, EL CAJON, CA 92020 

              To e-mail members of the parish 
staff, please visit our website at: 

olg-church.org 

Click on the “Contact Us” in the upper right 
corner of the browser window. 

                        And please Like Us on Facebook! 

To e-mail members of the parish staff or the ministry 
leaders listed below please visit our website at: 

 olg-church.org - click on the “Contact Us” link 

in the upper right corner of the browser window. 

For a ministry leader phone number please call the 
Parish Office at (619) 469-0133.

Reporting Sexual Abuse: The diocese of San Diego 

treats all allegations of sexual misconduct by clergy 

or Church personnel seriously and deals with them in 

a prompt, confidential manner. To report sexual 

misconduct by clergy or Church personnel, including 
abuse, please contact Mary Acosta at (858) 490-8353 

or misconduct@sdcatholic.org. Situations of recent or 

ongoing sexual abuse should be reported to local law 

enforcement. 

http://www.olg.org
http://www.olg-church.org
http://www.olg-church.org
http://www.olg-church.org


   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Our Lady of Grace, El Cajon, CA A 4C 05-1823

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM
45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA  92102 

No Interest Budget Plan | Up to 5 years to pay

Call 264-3127     Se Habla Español

KENDALLKENDALL
PAINTING, INC.
"No job is finished until you say it is!"

(619) 222-8627
P.O Box 16564 • San Diego

www.kendallpaintinginc.com

San Diego Painting Contractor 

with 30 Years County Experience
24 Years OLG Projects

Lic. #735777

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Services

619.633.8991
CA. LIC. #1036300

Elizabeth G. Blust

Attorney at Law
Probate • Estate Planning

Wills • Trusts • Amendments

619-607-0235
Parishioner

             

JOHN JOSEPH BACINO D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

560 Brockton St. • Fletcher Hills
619.461.7776

www.bacinodds.com • johnbacinodental@att.net
Graduate of 
Our Lady
of Grace  

    

  

(619) 569-1835
› Trust and Wills › Probate 
› Trust Administration › Bankruptcy 
› Personal Injury Claims

Craig P. Keup, Esq 
Sherrillyn S. Lim, Esq

Catholic Family Owned

Free Initial Consultation
9740 Cuyamaca, Suite M 

Santee, CA  92071

    619-443-9974

www.weathermachines.net
Heating Air Conditioning Repair / Replacement

2388 Fletcher Pkwy, El Cajon, CA
(619) 462-5434

 www.thebarbecuepitrestaurant.com
Celebrating 75 Years!

Kathryn Lower
Loan Officer Assistant

Cell: (619) 402-4409
klower@primeres.com

Office: (619) 722-1303
1411 Rock Terrace, Ste. B

Alpine, CA 91901
NMLS 2021705 PRMI 3094

Are you turning 65?
Do you have Medicare?

GRACE VENTITTELLI-MEYERS 
Parishioner  

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans

619-990-8642 
GraceMeyers@Hotmail.Com

CDI 0M68529 NPN 18976002

Medicare Advantage Plans 
Medicare Prescription Drug Plans 

Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans

Contact me for a zero cost review 
 to ensure you have the right plan  

for your health, lifestyle and budget.

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Hospice/Palliative Care

NazarethNazareth
HouseHouse

NEWLY REMODELED
Assisted Living
A Catholic, spirit-centered, care community 

for seniors. Enjoy garden apartments, outdoor 
patios, and daily Mass. Schedule your tour today.

619-563-0480
www.nazarethhousesd.org
6333 Rancho Mission Road • San Diego, CA
Lic#372000400

FD-1083

Family Owned  =  Personal Service
6322 El Cajon Blvd. • San Diego

featheringillmortuary.com
(619) 583-9511

Dorian Lopez, Esq.    619-377-7911
Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts • Probate • Elder Planning

7353 El Cajon Blvd., Suite 100, La Mesa
www.dlopezlaw.com   CA SBN #303585

“Bringing peace through planning”

 
If you or someone you know may be  

interested in Buying or Selling a Home,  
Call for a FREE Consultation

 Susan Zoree  Jitka de Jour 
 (619) 905.9211  (619) 770.8570 

 susandj@gmail.com jitkarobert@aol.com 
 CA DRE #01980351  CA DRE #01060632

DE JOUR REALTY
30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE COVERING 

 ALL OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY!

Se Habla Español | Chaldean | Arabic | Russian | Czech

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT

“Go with “Go with GREEN””
PLUMBING • HEATING • AC

QUALITY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Installation & Repair:
• Faucets • Disposals • Toilets • Bathtubs
• Showers • Slab Leaks • Leak Repair • Gas Lines
• Water Heaters • Sewer Lines • Wall Heaters • Regulators
• Re-Pipes • Heating/Cooling • Shut-Offs • And More!

St
. L

ic 
#9

06
23

9 Jeff Green, President
619.749.8316

P.O. Box 12345 
El Cajon, CA 92022

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Cideer.Saco@c21affiliated.com
www.cs-san-diego-realty.business.site

DRE#02055850

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA


