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  Sun, Dec 22 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 5:30 pm ϯ Janet Krabbenhoft 
 (Vigil)  
 8:00 am For the People of the Parish 
 11:00 am ϯ Demetria N. Rosales 
 5:30 pm ϯ Ryan Vetter 
 Mon, Dec 23 Advent Weekday; Saint John of  
  Kanty, Priest 
 8:00 am ϯ John and ϯ Helen Porterfield 
 5:30 pm Sp Int Larry Cross 
  Tue, Dec 24 Advent Weekday 
 8:00 am ϯ Benedict Aguire; ϯ Erlinda Reyes 
 Tue, Dec 24 VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 3:30 pm ϯ Alan Brown; ϯ Timothy Stanton 
 6:30 pm ϯ Robin Krug 
 10:00 pm For the People of the Parish 
  Wed, Dec 25 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 9:00 am ϯ Deceased Members of the Cruz &  
  Hilgeman Families 
 11:00 am ϯ Deceased Members of the Cloward 
  & Bush Families 
 Thu, Dec 26 SAINT STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 
 8:00 am Sp Int Michael Hilgeman 
  Fri, Dec 27  SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST 
 8:00 am ϯ Joeman Villavicencio 
  Sat, Dec 28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS 
      8:00 am ϯ Judy Eppler 

PRIEST’S INTENTIONS FOR MASSES Welcome to OUR LADY of GRACE!  

W elcome to all  
members and 
visitors who 
are joining us 
for the 

celebration of the 
Eucharist.  
If you have been away 
from the Church for a 
little while or for quite 
some time, but now feel a 
tug at your heart calling 
you back to the Catholic 
Church, welcome home! 
If you feel drawn to the 
Catholic Church yet come from another faith tradition - 
or have no faith experience at all - we are glad you are 
here! 
The Catholic Church has been teaching truth since she 
was founded by Christ over 2,000 years ago. We offer  
ministries and service groups that help you to build 
friendships and serve our parish along with the greater 
community. We also offer life-long learning through our 
many faith formation opportunities for children and 
adults.  
For baptized Catholics needing to complete their 
Sacraments of Initiation please contact Deacon John 
Sawaya at: jsawaya@olg-church.org. For those 
interested in joining the Catholic Church, please also 
contact Deacon John Sawaya. You can also contact 
him by using the “Contact us” link at olg-church.org. 

Allergies 
The first morning Mass of a holy day will always 
be incense-free.  

Mindfulness of Others 
Please silence all devices and refrain from using 
them during the liturgy to avoid distracting 
those around you. 

Sun: Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45    

Mon: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66  

Tue: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79  

Wed: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14  

Thu: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22    

Fri: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8    

Sat: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18    

Sun: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52 

READINGS FOR DEC 22 – DEC 29 Dec 22 Christmas Bake Shop 
Sponsored by the Events Committee 
More information about Bake Shop can be found 
on pg. 5. 

Dec 29 Donut Sunday 
Sponsored by the Catholic Women’s Club 
The CWC will not be having Bread Sunday. We 
will have food and fellowship with coffee and 
donuts and assorted muffins.  

Jan 5 Food and Fellowship Sunday 
Sponsored by the International Catholic Families 
Continuing our tradition of kicking off the new 
year with international food and fellowship, the 
ICF will be serving a snappy Mexican breakfast!  

All are welcome Sunday mornings after Mass 

FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP IN THE PARISH CENTER 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 
CHURCH 

Founded 1954 
CLERGY 

 PASTOR  Rev. Lauro Minimo 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR  Rev. Marc Gandolfo 
 

PRIEST IN RESIDENCE 
Rev. Celsius Offor,  

CH, LT, USN 
 

DEACON 
Dcn. John Sawaya 

SCHEDULE of MASSES 
SUNDAY VIGIL  

(Saturday) 5:30 pm 
▪ 

SUNDAY  
8:00 am, 11:00 am, 5:30 pm 

▪ 

MONDAY–SATURDAY  
8:00 am 

Holy days and holidays 
listed separately in bulletin. 

SACRAMENTS 
INFANT BAPTISM 

Baptisms are celebrated  
on Sundays at 12:30 pm. 

Preparation packet is  
available in the  
parish office.  

ORDER of CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION of ADULTS 

Contact Dcn. John Sawaya  
(858) 869-5079. 

HOLY MATRIMONY 
Marriage preparation  
begins nine months  

in advance. Please contact 
 Fr. Lauro Minimo, 

Fr. Marc Gandolfo or 
Dcn. John Sawaya. 

PENANCE AND 
RECONCILIATION 
Monday 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 8:45 am 
Saturday 4:00 pm 
or by appointment. 

ANOINTING of THE SICK 
Call the parish office 

(619) 469-0133. 

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent  

GROW: Ask a child, 
“Where is God?” and 
you’ll likely receive a 
variety of responses: “in 
heaven,” “in church,” 
“everywhere” and “in 
my heart” are all 
conceivable answers 
from a child’s lips. But 
the one we most easily 
write off as silly or 
sentimental is one that 
the saints would urge 
us to revisit more 
seriously: God is indeed 
“in my heart” – that is, 
he is present in our 
souls! This is true not 
only when we receive 
him in Holy 
Communion, and not 
only because he is 
“everywhere,” but 
because we possess 
sanctifying grace. Grace 
is divine life – God’s life 
– and if we are “in a 
state of grace” (that is, 
we have brought any 
mortal sins to 
confession), we have 
this life within us! Our 
model for becoming 

aware of this 
wonderful gift is 
our Blessed 
Mother, whose 
example in 
today’s 
Gospel teaches 
us to love, 
reverence, and 
obey God within us. 
Setting out “in haste” to 
serve her aged cousin, 
Mary carried God in her 
womb. We can imagine 
the love and joy with 
which she carried him. 
At every moment, God 
is present in us, too 
(not physically, but by 
grace) and we should 
strive to recognize and 
love him who has made 
our hearts his dwelling 
place. 

GO: The events of 
today’s Gospel suggest 
that Jesus’ presence in 
Mary is not for Mary 
alone. Prompted by 
love, she made the 
arduous journey to visit 
Elizabeth – itself an act 
of charity. But Mary 
brought more than her 
services and support to 
Elizabeth during a 

potentially 
difficult 
pregnancy; she 
brought God 

himself! Mary 
was so 

conscious of 
God within her that 

even her words, 
flowing from a heart 
burning with his love, 
carried a special power; 
at Mary’s greeting, 
Elizabeth was “filled 
with the Holy Spirit” 
and John the Baptist 
“leaped for joy.” As we 
become increasingly 
aware of God dwelling 
in our souls, we, too, 
become “Christ-bearers” 
to others. By being 
lovingly attentive to our 
Divine Guest, our words 
and actions become 
means by which he can 
act on the hearts of 
those we encounter 
each day. 

SING: O come, divine 
Messiah! 
The world in silence 
waits the day 
When hope shall sing its 
triumph 
And sadness flee away. 
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D onations received or postmarked by  
December 31, 2024 will be included in 

your 2024 Contribution Statement. 
Contribution statements for 2024 will be 
mailed no later than January 31, 2025.  
 
Also, please remember to complete all payments 
for your 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal pledge 
before December 31. If you have yet to 
participate in this year’s appeal, it’s not too late! 
Simply visit:  
 
https://sdcatholic.org/annual-catholic-appeal 

Stock & IRA Charitable Gift Donations 

A  gift of your securities, including stocks,  
mutual funds and IRA Charitable Rollover 

Distributions are an easy way to make a gift to 
the Church. By making a gift of your appreciated 
securities or retirement account, you can avoid 
paying capital gains tax that may otherwise be 
due if you sold these assets. Contributions are 
deductible for tax purposes. There are no    
transaction fees or other costs and the full value 
of the sold securities benefits the parish, school 
or other Catholic charities you select. For more 
information on making a gift, please visit the   
diocesan website at www.sdcatholic.org and click 
on “Giving” at the top of the screen and then   
select “Stock Donations”.   
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P lease be advised that Fr. Lauro, 
Fr. Marc, or anyone else from our 

Parish Staff will never send out e-mails, 
text messages or Flocknotes requesting 

any form of monetary assistance such as cash, 
Amazon, iTunes, gift cards etc. If you receive 
such suspicious e-mails, please delete or 
disregard.  

Pa
text

T he Story of the Holy Innocents 

Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was 
unpopular with his people because of his 
connections with the Romans and his religious 
indifference. Hence he was insecure and fearful 
of any threat to his throne. He was a master 
politician and a tyrant capable of extreme 
brutality. He killed his wife, his brother, and his 
sister’s two husbands, to name only a few. 
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was 
“greatly troubled” when astrologers from the east 
came asking the whereabouts of “the newborn 
king of the Jews,” whose star they had seen. 
They were told that the Jewish Scriptures named 
Bethlehem as the place where the Messiah would 
be born. Herod cunningly told them to report 
back to him so that he could also “do him 
homage.” They found Jesus, offered him their 
gifts, and warned by an angel, avoided Herod on 
their way home. Jesus escaped to Egypt. Herod 
became furious and “ordered the massacre of all 
the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years 
old and under.” The horror of the massacre and 
the devastation of the mothers and fathers led 
Matthew to quote Jeremiah: “A voice was heard 
in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel 
weeping for her children…” (Matthew 2:18). 
Rachel was the wife of Jacob (Israel). She is 
pictured as weeping at the place where the 
Israelites were herded together by the conquering 
Assyrians for their march into captivity. 

Reflection 

The Holy Innocents are few in comparison to the 
genocide and abortion of our day. But even if 
there had been only one, we recognize the 
greatest treasure God put on the earth—a 
human person, destined for eternity, and graced 
by Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

        Written by: Franciscan Media 

disregard. 
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Please pray for those who have requested 
prayer and for the special intentions written 
in the Book of Intentions in the Baptistry of 

our Church.  

Names will remain listed in the bulletin for 4 weeks.  
If you would like to add a name to the list, or have names removed/

renewed, please contact Jocelyn Ayala at:  
jayala@olg-church.org. 

B less your Advent wreath and light it every night. The 
traditional Advent wreath is a wreath (sometimes of 

evergreen branches) that holds four candles (three violet, 
one pink) representing the four weeks of Advent. Put it on 
your dinner table (or nearby), and light it each night leading 
up to Christmas with your children or grandchildren.  
 
Pray special Advent prayers during dinnertime. During 
dinner, pray a short Advent prayer or sing an Advent hymn 
with your family: “O God, Who gladdens us by the annual 
expectation of our redemption, grant that we, who now  
receive with joy your only-begotten son as our Redeemer, 
may behold him without fear when he comes as our judge. 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the ways of your only 
begotten son, that we may attain to serve you with purified 
minds, through his  Advent, who with you lives and reigns 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, world without end. 
Amen.” 
 
Prepare the empty manger for Jesus. Place an empty 
manger in a special place in your  
home. Have your family members 
place a piece of straw in the   
manger every time they do a kind 
deed or make a sacrifice. This     
tradition symbolizes each person’s 
effort to prepare a special place in 
their hearts for the baby Jesus.  

esus. Place an empty 

December 3, 2024 - December 9, 2024  $25,775.27 

 Plate  $2,447.39 

 Envelopes  $14,467.08 
  Online Giving  $8,860.80 

   
Breakdown of Gifts Received   
 $0.01 - $5.00  37 

 $5.01 - $10.00  32 
 $10.01 - $25.00  125 
 $25.01 - $50.00  58 

 $50.01 - $100.00  33 

 $100.01 - $150.00  14 

 $150.01 - $500.00  23 

 $500.01 - Over  2 
Total Contributing Households 324 
  
Building Fund  $4,335.00 

Faith Formation & Youth  $390.00 

Flower Donation  $695.00 

Food Pantry  $1,595.00 

Holiday Angels  $2,275.00 

Immaculate Conception  $4,128.39 

World Mission  $255.00 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 

Catholic Advent Ideas for your Family 

Ron Aguinaldo 
Heriberto Albanez 
Griselda Albanez 

Angie Arrayan 
Kali’a Arrayan  
Mario Ayala Sr. 

Lupita Ayala 
Carly Brashear  

Angie Biner 
Miriam Biros  
Donna Botzer 

Stephen Botzer 
Edward Brown 

Will Bryce 
Walter Butcher 
Lucy Caballero 
David Conway 
Luzanne Coyne 
June Clements 

Frederick De La Tore 
Mike Egan 
Debbie Ek  

Camren Flores 
Anthony Gazzola 
Colette Gerard 

John Harshberger 
Terry Hendricks 

Tina Hurley 
Mary Kowalski  

Janet Kozakiewicz 
Jason Laccone 
Lillian Lavorato  

Pat Lerner 
Rebecca Leyden 
Charlotte Locy 
Alexis Lucero 

Dawn MacNabb 
Donald Marsh 

Steve McMeekan 
Mark Mellinger 
John Mendez 
Luz Mendez 

Italia Mendez  
Victoria Oxe 
Phil Panuco 
Tom Pastore 

James Sandlin 
Amanda Seaman 

Karen Scott 
Anna Smith 
Mark Smith 

Mayra Stanley 
Dale Swan 

Clifford Tabadisto 
Jose Lopez Tubillo 

Marlene Tuyay-Scott 
Nina Vyzinkar 
Marilyn Winger 
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Parish School 
 Phone: (619) 466 - 0055   
Fax:          (619) 466 - 8994 
Web:         olg.org 
Hours:     Weekdays 7:15 am—3:30 pm 

                (During School Year)  
Principal  
 ERIN MARES   |  Ext. 11  | emares@olg.org 
 
Vice Principal 
TORNETTE FRANKLIN     |  Ext 12   | tfranklin@olg.org 
Administrative Assistant to the Principal 
 LINDA PETERS   |  Ext. 13  |  lpeters@olg.org 

Development & Admissions   info@olg.org 

Office Manager 
 BRANDI TORRES     |  Ext. 10  |  btorres@olg.org 

Parish Office 
Phone: (619) 469 - 0133   
Fax:      (619) 469 - 0575 
Web:     olg-church.org 
Hours:     Mon-Thu 8:30 am—4:30 pm 
        Fri 8:30am — 12:00pm 

 
Pastor REV. LAURO MINIMO |  Ext. 17 
Associate Pastor             REV. MARC GANDOLFO |  EXT. 27  
Deacon                   DCN. JOHN SAWAYA | (858) 869-5079 
Business Manager PATRICIA KANE  |  Ext. 12 
Special Projects Coordinator KEN DISCENZA  |  Ext. 24 
Bookkeeper SIONI BAUTISTA  |  Ext. 28  
Office Manager MARIE POSPICHAL  |  Ext. 10 
Publicity & Media Coordinator JOCELYN AYALA |  Ext. 33                   

Housekeeping                                              MARIA ARIAS 
Maintenance & Facilities     VINCE OLIVER, PATRICK ROGERS 

                                                & MATTHEW HILGEMAN  
Liturgical Ministries 
Liturgy Coordinator            ROSA HILGEMAN  |  Ext. 14 
 

Director of Liturgical Music   JONATHAN GONZALES |  Ext. 26 
                                         
Cantate Kids and Gaudete Choir (11:00 am Sun) 
 

Director                                        ROBERT FILLEY 
Laudate Ensemble (5:30 pm Sun) 

Religious Education 
FAITH FORMATION & CONFIRMATION 

Phone: (619) 466-5656 

Coordinator of Catechetical Ministry    HENRIETA VYZINKAR 
Youth Ministry Coordinator                        DORIS HERTZIG                          
Jr. High, Sr. High          (619)466-5451                                
Young Adults (18-39 yrs.)         BERNADETTE ROSE SOLTERO 

Parish Ministries and Organizations 

OUR LADY of GRACE PARISH AND SCHOOL DIRECTORY 
2766 NAVAJO ROAD, EL CAJON, CA 92020 

              To e-mail members of the parish 
staff, please visit our website at: 

olg-church.org 
Click on the “Contact Us” in the upper right 

corner of the browser window. 
                        And please Like Us on Facebook! 

To e-mail members of the parish staff or the ministry 
leaders listed below please visit our website at: 
 olg-church.org - click on the “Contact Us” link 
in the upper right corner of the browser window. 

For a ministry leader phone number please call the Parish 
Office at (619) 469-0133.

55 PLUS CLUB — Mary Cloward  
BLOOD DRIVE — Peggy Breslin 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CLUB (CWC)  

 CWC — Linda Leneve  
 Book Club — Julie Hazelton  
 Craft Fair — Kathy Porterfield  

CENTERING PRAYER — Irma Eichinger (619) 449-8400 
CURSILLO — Dcn. John Sawaya  
EVENTS COMMITTEE — Deborah Renick 
FOOD PANTRY — Since 1981      (619) 469-0061 

 Doug Perl          M–F, 9:30–11:00 am  
HOLIDAY ANGELS — Since 1988 — Lesley Bradley   
INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC FAMILIES (ICF) 

Carla Pedroncelli  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS —Frances Cabrini Council 8879 
 Ronald Rosehart, Grand Knight     
MEN FOR CHRIST — Steve Faucher  
MINISTRY TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND 
 Rosa Hilgeman  
PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY — Since 2006 
 Nettie Aguinaldo  
PRO-LIFE — Vicki Whitmire (40 Days for Life) 
CULTURE OF LIFE — Elena & Emily Ruta 
WALKING WITH PURPOSE — Vicky Szymanski 
(WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY)  

Reporting Sexual Abuse: The diocese of San Diego 
treats all allegations of sexual misconduct by clergy 
or Church personnel seriously and deals with them in 
a prompt, confidential manner. To report sexual 
misconduct by clergy or Church personnel, including 
abuse, please contact Mary Acosta at (858) 490-8353 
or misconduct@sdcatholic.org. Situations of recent or 
ongoing sexual abuse should be reported to local law 
enforcement. 
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HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM
45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA  92102 

No Interest Budget Plan | Up to 5 years to pay

Call 264-3127     Se Habla Español

KENDALLKENDALL
PAINTING, INC.
"No job is finished until you say it is!"

(619) 222-8627
P.O Box 16564 • San Diego

www.kendallpaintinginc.com

San Diego Painting Contractor 

with 31 Years County Experience
25 Years OLG Projects

Lic. #735777

Residential & Commercial 
Electrical Services

619.633.8991
CA. LIC. #1036300

Elizabeth G. Blust
Attorney at Law

Probate 
Estate Planning
Wills & Trusts 
Amendments 

Powers of Attorney

619-607-0235
Parishioner

             

JOHN JOSEPH BACINO D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

560 Brockton St. • Fletcher Hills
619.461.7776

www.bacinodds.com • johnbacinodental@att.net
Graduate of 
Our Lady
of Grace  

    

  

FD-1083

Family Owned  =  Personal Service
6322 El Cajon Blvd. • San Diego

featheringillmortuary.com
(619) 583-9511

“Go with “Go with GREEN””
PLUMBING • HEATING • AC

QUALITY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Installation & Repair:
• Faucets • Disposals • Toilets • Bathtubs
• Showers • Slab Leaks • Leak Repair • Gas Lines
• Water Heaters • Sewer Lines • Wall Heaters • Regulators
• Re-Pipes • Heating/Cooling • Shut-Offs • And More!
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. L
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06
23

9 Jeff Green, President
619.749.8316

P.O. Box 12345 
El Cajon, CA 92022

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Minimum Delivery $30
SCAN FOR INFO

Catholic Family
Owned & Operated

1580 Broadway - El Cajon, CA
(619) 441-8745

619.857.7473
FELIPE VELAZQUEZ JR., PRESIDENT

LIC #804391
golincc@gmail.com P.O. Box 19413
goldenstateplumbing.com San Diego, CA 92159

For information and to
schedule a tour contact:

Amber Zendejas
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
Amber@NazarethHouseSD.org
619-563-0480                                      6333 Rancho Mission Rd, San Diego, CA

• Daily Mass in our Chapel
• Nurses 24/7
• Quality Care & Activities
• Scenic Patio Views from      
   your Private Room

“Caring for the mind, body, and soul since 1974”

Lic# 372000400

Facebook.com/CSSanDiegoRealty 
Instagram.com/cideertherealtor 
Google: https://g.pages/cidersaco 

SELLING | BUYING | INVESTING
DRE# 02055850 
 
Cideer.Saco@c21affiliated.com

CIDEER 
SACO 
TOP 1%  

Realtor In  
San Diego

       (619) 
       919-7071

Christian GonzalesChristian Gonzales
Violinist

M.M. Juilliard, B.M. UCLA
 Lessons: Violin, Music Theory,
 Chamber Music
 www.christian-gonzales.com
 Email: ctgone@outlook.com
 Cell: (619) 905-8007

    
619-443-9974

www.weathermachines.net
Heating Air Conditioning Repair / Replacement

Clean & Service 
Special for $135!

Dorian Lopez, Esq.    619-377-7911
Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts

7567 El Cajon Blvd., Suite 101, La Mesa
www.dlopezlaw.com   CA SBN #303585

“Bringing peace through planning”


